
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1074
 
Main Petitioner: Nancy Gardner 
 
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to reject 
road user charging or National Road Pricing on Scotland’s roads 
 
Background 
 
National Road Pricing:  The number of vehicle kilometres travelled on UK 
roads increased by 61% between 1985 and 2005, with an increase in 
congestion in some areas, a trend which is predicted to continue. The UK 
Government predicts that congestion will increase by another 25% to 2015.  
 
In the early 2000’s the UK Department for Transport (DfT) began to 
investigate possible solutions to congestion beyond the construction of more 
roads or traditional traffic management.  In July 2003 the DfT published 
Managing our Roads which outlined the utility of a national road pricing 
scheme in reducing congestion.  A further study was undertaken to investigate 
whether such a scheme was technically possible, which resulted in the 
publication of the Feasibility Study of Road Pricing in the UK in 2004.  This 
concluded that a national road pricing scheme was likely to be technically 
feasible in the near future and set out steps for further practical and policy 
work needed to develop a national road pricing scheme. 
 
The issue of national road pricing was further raised in prominence in the 
DfT/HM Treasury sponsored Eddington Transport Study published in 
December 2006.  This concluded that a distance based national road pricing 
scheme has potential benefits of around £28 billion per annum by 2025, and 
could reduce road-building requirement by up to 80%.  
 
The technology or legislation to implement a national road pricing scheme 
does not yet exist.  However, the UK Government is undertaking further 
research and sponsoring pilot projects to evaluate how such a scheme might 
work and what technology would be required for such a scheme. 
 
An online petition opposed to the introduction of a national road pricing 
scheme was set up on the 10 Downing Street website and was open for 
signatures in late 2006 and early 2007.  The petition attracted some 1.7m 
supporters and the Prime Minister responded to the issues raised in an email 
to petitioners sent on 21 February 2007 
 
Road User Charging: The Transport (Scotland) Act 2001 allows local 
authorities and certain other bodies such as the Forth Estuary Transport 
Authority, with the approval of Scottish Ministers, to establish local road user 
charging schemes.  No such schemes are in operation and none are currently 
under development. 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1074.htm
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roads/network/policy/managingourroadsprintversion
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roads/roadpricing/feasibilitystudy/
http://www.dft.gov.uk/about/strategy/eddingtonstudy/
http://www.pm.gov.uk/output/Page11050.asp


 
 

 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
Scottish Government officials meet regularly with DfT officials to discuss 
transport issues, which include national road pricing.  The Transport Minister 
in the previous administration met with the Secretary of State for Transport on 
6 October 2006, where national road pricing was discussed.   
 
The National Transport Strategy (NTS), published in December 2006, 
committed the Scottish Government to working with the UK Government in 
developing a national road pricing scheme.  It is important to note that the 
NTS was developed under the previous administration and it may be revised 
by the new Scottish Government.  The 2007 SNP manifesto outlined that 
party’s opposition to road user charging and road pricing. 
 
The Scottish Government has no role in instigating local road user charging 
schemes. 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
A debate was held in the chamber on Road Tolls on 22 February 2007. 
 
 
Relevant Parliamentary Questions 
 
No parliamentary questions on national road pricing or road user charging 
have been lodged since the new administration took charge. 
 
Alan Rehfisch 
SPICe Research 
21 September 2007 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petitions briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0222-02.htm
mailto:spice.research@scottish.parliament.uk

